
Model Cornerstone Assessment

OVERVIEW
Title: Interaction & Awareness: Creating Art that Connects!

Artistic Discipline: Visual Arts

Grade Level: Secondary Proficient

Authors: Randi Curtis

Artistic Processes: Creating, Presenting, Responding, and Connecting

Task Description: Students will: explore the work of artists who create work that forces interaction with the viewer to learn how
visual media can be used to call attention to real-world, global issues; create a work of art that is designed to be touched and
interacted with in order to draw attention to a topic that is important to the artist; organize an exhibition showcasing the work
they have created as a group, including a theme that describes how all the work fits together and determining an appropriate
venue.

Evidence of Student Learning Collected: See Illustrating the Process: Examples of Student Work section below.

About Model Cornerstone Assessments: MCAs model effective assessment practice and demonstrate that standards-based
teaching in the arts is specific and, rigorous, by sharing a glimpse into one teacher's classroom. The MCAs on this website come
packaged with a suggested strategy for assessing student learning, types of evidence to collect, model rubrics, and samples of
student work demonstrating their process and learning. The samples of student work illustrate the unit in action by providing a
snapshot of a moment in time showing student response to instruction.   

View the full MCA as a guide for re-creating this unit and assessment customized for your classroom. 

This model cornerstone assessment was created and piloted during the 2020-2021 school year,
funded in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/file/randi-curtis-r-curtis-mca-docpdf


ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Standard Did Not Meet
Standard (2)

Approaching
Standard (3)

Meets Standard
(4)

Exceeds Standard
(5)

Work together as a group
to develop a theme for an
exhibition, including
determining an
appropriate venue and
method of display for your
interactive ceramic
artwork.

(MCA1) VA:Cr2.3.Ia
Collaboratively develop
a proposal for an
installation, artwork, or
space design that
transforms the
perception and
experience of a
particular place.

Did not contribute to
the group
conversation about
the exhibition theme,
venue, and methods
of display.

Participated in
some of the
conversation
about the
exhibition theme,
venue, and
methods of
display but did
not contribute to
all parts of the
process.

Used
independent
research to
contribute to the
group
conversation
about the
exhibition theme,
venue, and
methods of
display.

Helped lead the
group
conversation
about the
exhibition theme,
venue, and
methods of
display based on
thorough personal
research.

Research an artist whose
work is intended to bring
awareness to cultural
issues, and artists who
creative interactive work.
Choose at least one artist
from your research and
dedicate a slide to their
history and the purpose of
their artwork.

(MCA2) VA:Pr6.1.Ia
Analyze and describe
the impact that an
exhibition or collection
has on personal
awareness of social,
cultural, or political
beliefs and
understandings

Did not choose an
artist to research and
explore

Chose an artist
to research and
explore, but
could not explain
how the artist's
work fits the
project
requirements
(someone who
brings awareness
to cultural issues,
and/or an artist
who creates
interactive work)

Chose an artist to
research and
explore and was
able to explain
how the artist's
work fits the
project
requirements
(someone who
brings awareness
to cultural issues,
and/or an artist
who creates
interactive work)

Chose an artist to
research and
explore and was
able to explain
how the artist's
work fits the
project
requirements
(someone who
brings awareness
to cultural issues,
and/or an artist
who creates
interactive work)
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Answer the five guiding
questions in the Entry Doc:
What does it mean to be
an active participant in
today’s world? What are
some of the hallmarks or
milestones of being a
modern teenager? What
objects/devices/concepts/c
haracters/figures/etc. do
you think are universally
important to the modern
teenage experience? What
cultural, global, and/or
community issues are
important to you and
why? What public places
in our community are
important to you and
why?

(MCA3) VA:Re.7.2.Ia
Analyze how one’s
understanding of the
world is affected by
experiencing visual
imagery.

Did not answer any of
the guiding questions
in their slideshow.

Answered some
of the guiding
questions in their
slideshow.

Answered all of
the guiding
questions in their
slideshow.

Answered all of
the guiding
questions in their
slideshow,
including images
and reference
links that support
their beliefs.

Maintain a slideshow that
documents progress and
research. Include all
reference photos, links to
research and new
techniques, at least three
progress photos, and a
photo of the finished piece.

(MCA4) VA:Cn10.1.Ia
Document the process
of developing ideas
from early stages to
fully elaborated ideas.

Did not maintain a
slideshow
documenting
research and
progress.

Maintained a
slideshow
showing research
and progress, but
did not include
all components
(at least one
reference
photo/research
link, at least
three progress
photos,
documentation
of finished piece)

Maintained a
slideshow
showing research
and progress,
including all
components (at
least one
reference
photo/research
link, at least three
progress photos,
documentation
of finished piece)

Maintained a
slideshow showing
research and
progress,
including more
than the
minimum in all
components (at
least one
reference
photo/research
link, at least three
progress photos,
documentation of
finished piece)
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(MCA5) VA:Cr1.2.Ia
Shape an artistic
investigation of an
aspect of present day
life using a
contemporary practice
of art or design

(MCA6) VA:Pr4.1.Ia
Analyze, select, and
curate artifacts and/or
artworks for
presentation and
preservation.

(MCA7) VA:Cn11.1.Ia
Describe how
knowledge of culture,
traditions, and history
may influence
personal responses to
art.

(MCA8) VA:Re.7.1.Ia
Hypothesize ways in
which art influences
perception and
understanding of
human experiences.
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Did Not Meet Standard (2) Approaching Standard (3) Meets Standard (4) Exceeds Standard (5)

(MCA1) VA:Cr2.3.Ia
Collaboratively develop a
proposal for an
installation, artwork, or
space design that
transforms the
perception and
experience of a particular
place.

Did not contribute to the
group conversation about
the exhibition theme,
venue, and methods of
display.

Participated in some of the
conversation about the
exhibition theme, venue,
and methods of display
but did not contribute to
all parts of the process.

Used independent
research to contribute to
the group conversation
about the exhibition
theme, venue, and
methods of display.

Helped lead the group
conversation about the
exhibition theme,
venue, and methods of
display based on
thorough personal
research.

(MCA2) VA:Pr6.1.Ia
Analyze and describe the
impact that an exhibition
or collection has on
personal awareness of
social, cultural, or
political beliefs and
understandings

Did not choose an artist to
research and explore

Chose an artist to research
and explore, but could not
explain how the artist's
work fits the project
requirements (someone
who brings awareness to
cultural issues, and/or an
artist who creates
interactive work)

Chose an artist to
research and explore
and was able to explain
how the artist's work fits
the project
requirements (someone
who brings awareness to
cultural issues, and/or an
artist who creates
interactive work)

Chose an artist to
research and explore
and was able to explain
how the artist's work fits
the project
requirements (someone
who brings awareness
to cultural issues, and/or
an artist who creates
interactive work)

(MCA3) VA:Re.7.2.Ia
Analyze how one’s
understanding of the
world is affected by
experiencing visual
imagery.

Did not answer any of the
guiding questions in their
slideshow.

Answered some of the
guiding questions in their
slideshow.

Answered all of the
guiding questions in
their slideshow.

Answered all of the
guiding questions in
their slideshow,
including images and
reference links that
support their beliefs.
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(MCA4) VA:Cn10.1.Ia
Document the process of
developing ideas from
early stages to fully
elaborated ideas.

Did not maintain a
slideshow documenting
research and progress.

Maintained a slideshow
showing research and
progress, but did not
include all components (at
least one reference
photo/research link, at least
three progress photos,
documentation of finished
piece)

Maintained a slideshow
showing research and
progress, including all
components (at least
one reference
photo/research link, at
least three progress
photos, documentation
of finished piece)

Maintained a slideshow
showing research and
progress, including
more than the
minimum in all
components (at least
one reference
photo/research link, at
least three progress
photos, documentation
of finished piece)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Art has always had a way of bringing communities together and drawing attention to important cultural and historical issues.
Think about the visual culture you have in common with every other person in this room; on some level, there is bound to be a
point of connection between you and the person sitting next to you, whether it’s a commercial you both have seen, a musician or
actor you both admire, or some other pop culture phenomenon you both have experienced. The same can be said on a broader
scale; you have more in common with people you’ve never met than you can begin to believe, and sharing perspectives is an
important way to help show others they are not alone.

As a class, you will develop a theme for an exhibition of ceramic art objects and work through the process of securing an
appropriate venue, curating a cohesive grouping of pieces that demonstrate your chosen theme, and installing your artwork in
order for it to be viewed and understood by an audience. The theme of your exhibition should be designed to bring awareness to a
universal issue that affects your community, and the artwork that you create should be interactive. The purpose of this exhibition
is to draw in an audience and give them an opportunity to experience your group’s perspective through your artwork.

You will each receive a copy of a slideshow template through the Shared with Me tab in your Google Drive; this copy is for you to
edit freely throughout the project. In your slideshow, you will include all the research you compile as you explore your group’s
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chosen issue, show the daily progress you make on your piece, and answer all of the reflection questions that will be given to you
periodically over the next five weeks in person and through the daily agendas.

Today, you will begin your individual research. You will have three class periods to work independently, and then we will come
together as a group to determine similarities and develop your theme. Questions to consider and answer in your slideshow
through written and visual evidence:

● What does it mean to be an active participant in today’s world?
● What are some of the hallmarks or milestones of being a modern teenager?
● What objects/devices/concepts/characters/figures/etc. do you think are universally important to the modern teenage

experience?
● What cultural, global, and/or community issues are important to you and why?
● What public places in our community are important to you and why?

You will also need to research artists whose work is intended to bring awareness to cultural issues, and artists who create
interactive work. For our purposes, sculptural artists might provide more helpful inspiration, but don’t let that limit the way that
you find inspiration. Choose at least one artist from your research and dedicate a slide to their history and the purpose of their
artwork.

I already know you are going to do your best on your research and artwork, and I can’t wait to see how each class’s exhibition
comes together!

● PowerPoint for students to use to document their daily progress on the MCA and related activities: DOWNLOAD
● Link to PowerPoint for students explaining research and reflections PowerPoints they will be creating to document their

process: DOWNLOAD
● Link to Group Discussion Tracker Form: DOWNLOAD
● Link to Group Brainstorming Artwork Themes Worksheet: DOWNLOAD
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Illustrating the Process:
Samples of Student Work

CREATING

VA.RC.S1:
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PRESENTING

VA.RC.S2:
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VA.RC.S3:
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VA.RC.S4:
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RESPONDING
VA.RC.S5: Group Sheet: Brainstorming Artwork Themes!
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VA.RC.S6:

CONNECTING
VA.RC.S7:
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VA.RC.S8:

18
www.nationalartsstandards.org

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org


19
www.nationalartsstandards.org

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org

